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PROGRESS O Y MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


ocular affections from the same cause, which are submitted to useless opera¬ 
tions in consequence of a want of appreciation of their true pathology. The 
anatomical conditions upon which Zicm bases his opinions arc fully described. 
Among the few cases detailed is one of glaucoma cured by trephining the 
antrum and evacuating the pus. 

On Estimating the Sense of Smell. 

Dr. H. Zwaardemaker, of Utrecht, describes and figures (Merlin, klin, 
I Voch. t Nov. 19, 1888) a little apparatus for this purpose. It consists essenti* 
ally of a small glass tube with a nozzle. This tube is covered with a tube of 
vulcanized rubber, or of ammoninted gutta-percha. As the latter is drawn 
away from the former its odor is appreciable. Having estimated the proper 
distance in a normal subject, the amount of ammonia is estimated by means 
of a scale scratched in the glass tubing. 
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The Question ok the Contagiousness ok Alopecia Areata. 

Eichhokk’s attention was directed (Mnnatehefte fiir ftradischc Dcrmatoloyie , 
No. 20, 1888) to this question by the comparative increaso in a period of some 
months of his cases of alopecia arenta. While previously and subsequently his 
experience embraced four to six cases yearly, between April, 1884, and March, 
188t>—a period of two years—thirty-six cases eninc under his observation. An 
investigation of these cases led to the following: 

1. In a given time there was u remarkable increase in alopecia areata eases, 
three to four times as many as the usual average. 

2 About thirty per cent, were traceable to contagion (from barbershop), 
and thirty per cent, were apparently of a common, and, therefore, probably 
contagious origin. 

3. About nine per cent, could bo attributed to neurotic causes. 

4. In thirty-one per cent, no cause could be found. 

The author concludes that alopecia areata may have different causes, two 
of which, the parasitic and the tropho-neurotic, may he said to he now known 
and generally admitted. 
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Curb of a Case of Leprosy. 

In the case reported [Manateheftefur praklischc Dermatologic, No. 23, 1888) 
by Dreckmann, the disease was fairly advanced, had lasted four years, and 
presented numerous nodes, tubercles, and patches of infiltration. There was 
also marked amesthesin of the feet, legs, and hands. The mucous membrane 
was also involved; swelling of tho conjunctiva), a discharging ulcer in the 
nasal septum, whitish patches on larynx posteriorly, thickening of tho loft 
vocal cord, a small tubercle on tho point of tho epiglottis, and hard nodular 
infiltration of both tonsils. Tho patient, a Rrnzilinn, aged forty-two years, 
was, at this time, thin, pale, and weak. Tho treatment, by means of pyro- 
gallic acid, ehrysnrobin, and salicylic acid, together with tho internal use of 
ichthyol, as suggested by Unna, was instituted, and finally, in the course of 
several months, all vestiges of the disease had disappeared, and tho pationt 
had grown stout and strong. 

Tho pyrogallic acid was applied mainly to the hands, feet, and legs, iu tho 
form of a ton percent, salve, tho other pnrts with a salvo of ehrysnrobin, same 
strength ; these were applied twice daily. To obstinato nodules and patches 
of infiltration tho satno remedies were used in tho form of plaster-mulls. 
To tho fnco a salicylic acid and creasoto plaster-mull was applied, once 
daily. Discrete and sharply circumscribed nodules, when conveniently situ¬ 
ated, were excised. The conjunctival swelling disappeared spontaneously. 
The ulcer in tho nose, the nodules on the tonsils, etc., wero successfully 
treated with the actual cautery. Tho contitutionnl treatment consisted mainly 
in tho administration of ichthyol, beginning with six grains daily, and gradu¬ 
ally increasing to forty-five grains. Under the use of these measures, the 
writer states, an apparent cure resulted—the general health being restored, 
and all evidence of the disease dissipated. 

[As incidental points of interest in the report, may be mentioned that tho 
patient’s wife had dovelopcd tho disease eighteen years before; tho wife’s 
brother was also affected. Tho children, four in number, from fifteen to 
twenty-ono years old, showed no sign of the disease. The patient’s parents 
and six brothers, all living in the samo neighborhood, were also healthy. 
—El>3.] 

Syphilis and Eczema Serorriioicum. 

Unna, in an exhaustive paper, discusses {British Journal of Dermatology, 
Dec. 1888) the occasional complication of syphilis of tho skin with his so- 
called eczema seborrhoicum. Ho concludes that tho syphilitic oxanthem is 
so complicated: 

1. Wherever the separate spots of the oxanthem are of very various sizes, 
confluent and not sharply contoured; 

2. Wherever the papules are somewhat wanting in the specific syphilitic 
color, and look rather of a fresh, yellowish-red; 

3. Wherever perfectly smooth papules are completely absent, but where on 
tho contrary, the greater part of those present aro covered with scales and 
fatty crusts; 

4. Wherever tho papules nro found arrnnged in serpiginously progressive 
circles and rings; 



